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Member group of the  

 

Hon. Mark McGowan MLA 
Premier of Western Australia 
5th Floor, Dumas House 
2 Havelock Street 
WEST PERTH WA 6005  
 
e-Mail: wa-government@dpc.wa.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Premier 
 
RE: Your intervention is sought to ensure landcare community plantings during COVID-19 restrictions  
 
I am writing to request your intervention in regard to COVID-19 restrictions to enable the community 
landcare planting season 2020 to proceed. 
 
As you are aware the community landcare sector contributes significant environment outcomes by planting 
millions of native seedlings across Western Australia each year. This is made possible by Government funding 
being matched by volunteer labour to enable plantings to occur.  This realises economic and conservation 
outcomes for the State.  
 
The WA Landcare Network is extremely concerned that the current COVID-19 restrictions may prevent this 
year’s plantings from going ahead.  State NRM Program grants alone have over 1,000,000 native seedlings 
scheduled to be planted across 1250 hectares; with the National Landcare Program, local government and 
private funded programs the total figure is estimated to be triple this number.    
 
The current COVID-19 restrictions do not allow more than 2 persons to gather in a public place at any one 
time.  This is untenable when many of the plantings, particularly in the urban environment are on public 
reserves and directions from a supervisor are needed to ensure plantings are well done.    
 
Native plant nurseries are considered an essential service and have already propagated the native seedling 
for the upcoming planting season. Seedlings are ordered by community landcare groups 6-12 months in 
advance to allow nurseries sufficient time to grow the required species and the rainfall dependant winter 
planting season, between late May and early August, is needed to allow sufficient time for seedlings to 
establish before the following summer. Volunteer labour is crucial for getting the seedlings into the ground 
and should also be considered an essential service and as such treated like other workplace situations.   
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It would be an adverse outcome to have nurseries open for business, but millions of seedlings destined to 
contribute to Western Australia’s environment wasted.  Not being able to go ahead with the 2020 plantings 
will see the investment by landcare groups and nurseries wasted resulting in serious economic loss in an 
already fragile regional native nursery industry and Not-for-profit landcare community sector. 
 
WALN understands that the current COVID-19 restrictions will still allow groups to go ahead on private land 
with the required social distancing and hygiene protocols put in place. It is on public land, however, where a 
large percentage of plantings are scheduled, that WALN seeks your intervention to the current COVID-19 
restrictions to allow volunteer work to proceed.  
 
We intend to apply for an exemption to the restrictions but have been warned that responses are likely to 
take considerable time.  We do not have the luxury of time to give assurance to the 700 community landcare 
groups across WA and to the nursery industry that we will indeed be able to proceed with the 2020 planting 
season.  Groups do not have the finances to pay for professional planting relying on community labour and 
goodwill to get the job done.  Such plantings build support for our environment and at this time will also 
provide a much needed positive action that is good for our individual and common well-being. 
 
I hope you can assist community Landcare groups in this way. 
 
Your sincerely, 

 
Mick Davis 
Chairperson, WA Landcare Network  
 
20 April 2020 
 
 
cc.  
Hon. Alannah MacTiernan MLC Minister for Regional Development; Agriculture and Food;  
Hon. Stephen Dawson MLC, Minister for Environment; and 
Hon. Dave Kelly MLA, Minister for Water 
 


